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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are refened to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70, 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1 -i 2 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -1 5 received on 22.1 1 .2004 with letter of 1 9.1 1 .2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

1>3-3yQ as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the intemational application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andA^r 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomi. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomn is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5, □ This report has been established as if (some of) the annendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucti amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to ttiis 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-15 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-15 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-15 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Claim 1 : 

Nearest prior art: D1 :US-B1-6 260 723 

Document D1 discloses a plastic container suitable for aseptic packaging of 
microbiologically sensitive food products. It comprises an injection blowmoulded 
container body and neck. The container is closed by a snap-on closure . 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a container from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that the 
snap-on closure comprises a peripheral skirt with a ridge, intended for 
engagement with the inner surface of the neck wherein the free outer diameter of 
the ridge is slightly higher than the free inner diameter of the neck, the snap-on 
closure and the neck comprising means for substantially fixing the ridge in the 
axial direction of the neck when the container is closed. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
providing a container in which the sealing surface is protected against damage. 
This sealing surface includes the edge of the neck of the container and the 
annular lip of the closure. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: This problem is not mentioned in the available prior art. Moreover, part of 
this solution is disclosed in document D2, FR-A-2 744 100, but the objet of D2 is 
to avoid undesired opening of the container if the cap is pushed out by an axial 
force. 

Claims 2-14 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

Claim 15 relates to the use of a plastic container according to any of claims 1-14 
and meets the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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Claims 

1. Plastic container suitable for aseptic packaging of 
microbiologically sensitive food products comprising an 
injection blowinoulded container body (1) and neck (2) and a 
closure (3) , wherein the closure (3) is a snap-on closure 
(3), characterized in that the snap-on closure (3) 
comprises a peripheral skirt (4) with a ridge (5), intended 
for engagement with the inner surface (6) of the neck (2) 
wherein the free outer diameter of the ridge (5) is 
slightly higher than the free inner diameter of the neck, 
characterised in that the snap-on closure (3) and the neck 
comprise means (7,8) for substantially fixing the ridge (5) 
in the axial direction of the neck, when the container is 
closed. 

2. Container according to claim 1, wherein the tolerance of 
movement of the ridge (5) in the axial direction of the 
neck, when the container is closed, is smaller than the 
height of the contact surface between the ridge and the 
inner surface of the neck. 

3. Container according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the neck has 
an inner surface (6) , having no grooves having a width of 
0.5 pm or larger. 

4. Container according to any of claims 1-3, wherein the Shore 
D hardness of the material of the ridge (5) is lower than 
the Shore D hardness of the material of the neck (2) . 

5. Container according to claim 4, wherein the Shore D 
hardness of the material of the ridge (5) is 65 or smaller 
and the Shore D hardness of the material of the neck (2) is 
70 or higher. 

REPLACED BY 
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6. Container according to any of claims 1-5, v/herein the 
container is provided with a foil around the bottle 
covering large part of the body and the neck of the bottle, 
but not the cap. 

7. Container according to claim 6, wherein the foil comprises 
oriented polystyrene. 

8. Container according to any of claims 1-7, wherein the snap- 
on closure has a hinge (9) . 

9. Container according to claim 8, wherein the hinge (9) is a 
click-hinge (9) . 

10. Container according to any of claims 1-9, wherein the snap- 
on closure comprises a circumferential tear-off strip (10) . 

11. Container according to any of claims 1-10, wherein the 
material of the ridge substantially consists of linear low- 
density polyethylene (LLDPE) . 

12. Container according to any of claims 1-11, wherein the 
container is a bottle. 

13. Container according to any of claims 1-13 filled with a 
sterilised or pasteurised microbiologically sensitive food 
product . 

14. Container according to claim 14, wherein the 
microbiologically sensitive food product has a pH between 6 
and 8. 

iEPLACED BY 
MTMAMDT 
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15. Plastic container comprising an injection blowmoulded 

container body (1) and neck (2) and a closure (3)^ wherein 
the closure (3) is a snap-on closure (3)^ filled with a 
sterilised or pasteurised microbiologically sensitive food 
product having a pH between 6 and 8 • 
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